Dear Friends,

| am excited to be joining you in mutual ministry as the next Rector of St. Anselm’s Episcopal
Church! My wife, Eileen, and | loved meeting with your Vestry, and we appreciated the
hospitality extended to us during our visit.

I am looking forward to getting to know each of you, hearing your stories about this community,
learning about your individual journeys, and witnessing the amazing gifts you offer to God’s
people. In all that we do together, I am hopeful that we will share and express a deep sense of
gratitude for one another and for God’s loving presence among us.

While I will be new to St. Anselm’s, I am grateful that we will not be new to the area. Eileen and
I, and our menagerie of rescue animals, have called Concord “home” for the past 13 years.
Eileen works as an attorney for a labor union that represents federal employees, and she
volunteers with Legal Aid at Work, a non-profit that represents low-wage and vulnerable
working people.

Between now and when | join you in mid-July, | ask for your prayers as | conclude my diaconal
ministry at The Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist and Grace Cathedral, in San
Francisco. Know that | also will be praying for you. Periods of transition reveal things that we
might not otherwise learn. | invite you to remain open to all the ways that God will continue to
meet you in these coming weeks.

In peace and gratitude,
Stephen+



